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BOROUGH OF EDGEWOOD
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD OCTOBER 20, 2025

Council President Petrolla called the meeting to order at 7:31pm.

ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following responded: Dr. Blasiole, Dr. Epitropoulos, Mr. Love, Mr. Sherman, Ms. Yaney, and Dr.
Petrolla. Also present were Mayor O’'Donnell, Police Chief Payne, Borough Manager Zahorchak, and Solicitor
McDermott. Ms. Patel was absent.

PLEDGE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR:

The following public comment was received.

Jeff McCarroll, 243 Maple Ave: Mr. McCarroll spoke regarding the construction at the elementary school. He inquired
about an accessible curb near his property. Mr. Zahorchak replied that we are already in discussion with the school on
some construction-related issues.

Angel Lehrian, Edgewood Foundation: Ms. Lehrian provided an update on behalf of the Edgewood Foundation.
Sleepover in the Park was well attended. The Newcomer's Reception took place recently with 17 newcomers and
representatives of groups in the neighborhood. The Limpert Award winner, for service in the borough, has been
decided. Wayne Dean is the recent winner. Wine, Chocolate, and Bourbon is coming up on November 15. Discussion
occurred on the timing of the Newcomer’s Reception.

Evan Burbridge, Shade Tree Committee: Mr. Burbridge stated that the committee has been doing some recruiting and
is now up to five members. They are looking into taking a tree inventory in the borough.

Erin Pierce, CC Mellor Library: Ms. Pierce addressed Council regarding the annual donation to the library. She
requested $45,500, which is an increase from prior years, to account for other cost increases. Ms. Pierce also reported
that the library is seeking funding for some repairs and upgrades to the library.

Merrill Markovsky, Garden Club: Ms. Markovsky provided an update from the Garden Club. She discussed
maintenance at Memorial Park and community usage of the space. She inquired about water access and possible
funding in the 2026 budget. Ms. Markovsky also asked about water access at Koenig Field and the possibility of adding
exterior access from the field house.

The following individuals requested council consider the borough’s policy regarding police cooperation with immigration
enforcement.

Darcy Zotter, 154 Gordon St, Allan Willinger, 119 Lacrosse St, Mary Nell Cummings, 236 Race St, Malachi Abell, 513
Greendale Ave.
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It was responded that council is in discussion of the creation of a police policy to create clarity for potential encounters.
Additionally, the borough is vetting and selecting a new Police Chief and would wish for that person to provide their
input. Once a draft of such policy is prepared for public release, that will appear as an agenda item and there would be
time for comment prior to a vote.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

M-1 Mr. Love moved to approve the minutes of the September 15, 2025 Council Meeting. Second by Ms. Yaney.
DISCUSSION: None.

Upon roll call vote the following responded yes: Dr. Blasiole, Dr. Epitropoulos, Mr. Love, Mr. Sherman, Ms.
Yaney, and Dr. Petrolla. The motion carried.

M-2 Mr. Love moved to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2025 Council Meeting. Second by Ms. Yaney.
DISCUSSION: None.

Upon roll call vote the following responded yes: Dr. Blasiole, Dr. Epitropoulos, Mr. Love, Mr. Sherman, Ms.
Yaney, and Dr. Petrolla. The motion carried.

AUTHORIZATION TO PAY BILLS

M-3 Mr. Love moved to authorize the payment of bills for goods and services received by the borough from the
General Fund in the amount of $111,276.30 and from the Sewer Fund in the amount of $3,439.07 for a total
of $114,715.37. Second by Dr. Epitropoulos.

DISCUSSION: None.
Upon roll call vote the following responded yes to the bills: Dr. Blasiole, Dr. Epitropoulos, Mr. Love, Mr.

Sherman, Ms. Yaney, and Dr. Petrolla. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Mr. Love reported that General Government met and discussed basement clean up, a
new refrigerator for the borough building, and data on ordinances, resolutions, and policies.

POLICE: Chief Payne reported that the annual Halloween parade and party starting at 6pm on Tuesday, October 28.
There are 100 kids plus parents who are signed up. The party takes place at the Edgewood Club. Additional police
patrols will be out on Halloween and they will have candy to distribute. Mr. Zahorchak inquired about the new parade
route and sign-up info. It was noted that this information is available on the website.
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Fire Chief Reynolds addressed Council with an update on the department. He stated that 40 Knox boxes have been
installed, which covers about 60% of commercial properties in the borough. This allows the department to access
buildings and avoiding the need for forced entry. He recognized Jared Amos for his efforts on this project. The
department is working on creating site plans for high-risk locations to make entry easier. These plans could also be
shared with mutual aid companies. He noted that, regarding insurance rating, Edgewood is a Class IIl Fire
Department, which is a very good rating for a volunteer department. October is fire prevention awareness month. The
department is doing outreach, including talking to students at Edgewood Primary about fire safety. Chief Reynolds
thanked the borough manager for keeping him informed during the parking lot reconstruction. He noted that they
have had to move trucks around, but having the new access through Love Place has been very helpful. The Junior
Fire Fighter program continues to grow.

PUBLIC SAFETY AND INFRASTRUCTURE: Ms. Yaney stated that the committee has been continuing interviews,
which can be discussed further in an Executive Session following the regular meeting.

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: Mr. Sherman stated that Community Affairs did not meet.
PENSION AND PERSONNEL: Dr. Blasiole stated that Pension and Personnel did not meet.
AD HOC COMMITTEES: Nothing was reported, but Mr. Love noted that the next COG meeting is coming up.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Mr. McDermott had nothing to report but stated that an Executive Session would be
needed after the regular meeting.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT: Mr. Zahorchak reported that work around the borough building should be
completed within the next few weeks. The police chief candidate process is continuing. The budget is in process, to
include possible roof work. The new Edgewood Borough sign is installed near the Parkway and thanked the
Edgewood Foundation and Dr. Amy Andrews for this project. Trick or Treat takes place on October 31. The new
Halloween parade route will take place between the Edgewood Towne Center and the Edgewood Club. There are
some changes to discuss concerning our basketball program. Public Works will be completing dye tests on Allenby
Ave to locate sewers for consent order work and residents will be contacted. There was a small sanitary sewer back
up in the borough building. A claim was made through insurance for that. A resolution is on the agenda for the CDBG
program through the COG. We can apply for block grant funding which is normally income sensitive. Every five years
they open this to projects related to accessibility without income requirements. He noted that he expects this to be a
long process.

NEW BUSINESS -
Mr. Love inquired about the deadline for the upcoming newsletter. Mr. Zahorchak replied that if we get it by the 31t it
could be considered for inclusion.

COMMITTEE ACTION

M-4 Dr. Blasiole moved to adopt Resolution 2025-05, a concurring resolution authorizing the Borough of
Edgewood to apply for Community Development Block Grant funds through Allegheny County Economic
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Development seeking $167,000 for ADA improvements to the Koenig Field House thereby committing the
borough to a $15,000 matching funds requirement if the request is funded. Second by Mr. Sherman.

DISCUSSION: None.

Upon roll call vote the following responded yes: Dr. Blasiole, Dr. Epitropoulos, Mr. Love, Mr. Sherman, Ms.
Yaney, and Dr. Petrolla. Motion carried.

M-5 It was moved by Mr. Sherman and seconded by Dr. Blasiole to adjourn the meeting at 8:18pm.
The aye vote on the motion was unanimous. Motion carried.

An Executive Session was held from 8:20pm-9:20pm.

Wy

Rob Zahorchak, Borough Manager




